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Pantera Press — taking on the world...
Pantera Press is a young and enthusiastic Australian book publisher, created to
champion writing culture and literacy in Australia with a clear community and
cultural purpose.
We discover and nurture talented Australian writers who are great storytellers. We
also publish non-fiction books that matter, and have a quirky illustrated imprint,
Lost the Plot. From our Australian origins we are now also publishing titles that fit
our criteria from around the world. As a social purpose business, we use our profits
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to fund charities and not-for-profits that encourage reading and work to close the
literacy gap in Australia.
We released our first titles in 2010 and were short-listed in 2013, 2014, 2018, 2019,
2020 and 2021 for the Australian Book Industry’s (ABIA) Small Publisher of the Year
Award. We are the only publisher to have been named a ‘Heatseeker’ by Nielsen
BookScan for four successive years (indie publishers showing both the highest shortterm and long-term growth), and made the top 10 list of Indie Publishers in 2020.
We have a team of seasoned industry professionals fast developing a list of awardwinning and critically acclaimed authors and titles across a range of genres.
Our books are distributed in Australia and New Zealand by Bloomsbury, and we
hold world rights to most of our titles. We would love to introduce you to our list.
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Upcoming and Recent Adult Fiction
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Upcoming Crime Fiction

THE SCARLET CROSS | Lyn McFarlane
Meredith Griffin manages the emergency department at
St Jude Hospital. A specialist in psychiatric nursing, she’s
also an expert at hiding her own problems – and solving

About the Author

everyone else’s.
When women with the same fatal injury begin turning up
in Meredith’s emergency ward, their deaths are labelled
as suicides. But Meredith isn’t so sure. With the help of
Detective Leo Donnelly, she begins an investigation to prove
that the women were murdered.

Lyn McFarlane is a Canadian-Australian writer who splits her time
between Sydney, and Vancouver Island. She’s a former freelance
journalist and holds degrees in economics, journalism and law.
Lyn is a member of the Australian Society of Authors and the Crime
Writers of Canada, a graduate of The Faber Academy and a

As pressure mounts from all quarters to stop her, questions

mentee with the Australian Writers’ Mentorship Program. Her debut

arise about why the women were targeted – and why the

novel The Scarlet Cross won the 2019 Arthur Ellis Unhanged award

hospital is so desperate to cover things up.

for best unpublished manuscript.

In a battle against addiction, self-doubt and a corrupt
institution that may be hiding a serial killer, Meredith finds
herself in the crosshairs of a network of powerful people –
all of whom will stop at nothing to protect their privilege and
keep her from the truth.
An atmospheric and intelligent crime thriller set in a hospital
Pub Date: April 2022
ISBN: 9780648795193
Category: Crime Fiction
Format: Paperback C 234mm x 153mm
Extent: 384pp
Rights Held: World
Rights Sold: ANZ Audio (Bolinda); Large Print (Aurora)

where nothing is as it seems.

‘A tightly-woven plot, complex and intriguing
characters and suspense that builds to fever pitch
before delivering one last sucker punch.’
Loraine Peck, author of The Second Son
‘Steeped in suspense, The Scarlet Cross is a
cracking, gothic-tinged novel that embraces
themes of trust, mental health, authority, control,
and the bond of family. You won’t forget this one
in a hurry.’
D.L. Hicks, author of The Devil Inside
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Upcoming Commercial Womens Fiction

A CARAVAN LIKE A CANARY | Sasha Wasley
When Tara Button’s mother asks her to drive the old family
caravan from one end of the state to the other, it’s her
tearaway brother Zac who convinces her it’s a good idea.
The yellow caravan is an obnoxiously bright reminder of
their family’s troubled past, but Tara’s mother is on her last
legs, and her dying wish is to see the caravan and her kids
one last time. Besides, the road trip might keep Zac out of
trouble – and that’s always been a second job for Tara.

About the Author
Sasha Wasley was born and raised in Perth, Western Australia.
She completed a PhD in feminist literature at Murdoch University
in 2006, and went on to work as a copywriter on topics ranging

Tara doesn’t expect Zac’s enigmatic, quietly attractive friend
Danh to come along for the drive. Or the bikies that seem to
be following them up the coast ... Then Zac unveils another
mess for Tara to clean up, and their chaotic family threatens
to derail her life once again.

from mine safety to sex therapy.
Sasha’s debut novel was published in 2015, after which she gave
up her copywriting business to pursue her fiction writing career.
Sasha is passionate about levelling the playing field for

As they travel along the familiar route, memories of the
Button’s last trip in the caravan engulf Tara, but the open
road, a shared mission and a rediscovered love for the wild,
glorious ocean start to chip away at her reserve. When
forced to face her past, will Tara find the courage to let go
and discover her dreams?

Pub Date: April 2022
ISBN: 9780648987505
Category: Commercial Womens Fiction
Format: Paperback C 234mm x 153mm
Extent: 464pp
Rights Held: World exc North America
Rights Sold: ANZ Audio (Bolinda); Large Print (Aurora)

members of the community experiencing disadvantage. She
is an Ambassador for the Books in Homes Australia charity
which provides books of choice for children in disadvantaged
circumstances to keep in their home libraries. Today, she lives
and writes in the Perth hills region with her partner and two
daughters.

‘Sasha Wasley writes loving but troubled families like no one else. Her characters
are painfully, beautifully real and it’s impossible not to love them and want them to
triumph, even when they’re making very bad choices. A Caravan like a Canary is
heart-rending, wise and absolutely bursting with love and tenderness.’
Emily Maguire
‘A beautifully told road trip story about facing the past and unlocking the future.
The perfect holiday read.’
Sara Foster
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Upcoming Commercial Fiction

ONE OF US
Behind the tall hedges of the affluent, gated community of
Apple Tree Creek, not all is as it seems …
Out of the blue, Gertie’s husband decides they need a break
and he’s leaving her with their three children. Two streets
east and three gardens down, successful businesswoman
Rachael discovers her husband has cheated on her – again
– even though she’s pregnant with his third child. Thrown
together by a chance encounter, the two women bond over
the shared disaster that is their marriages.

| Kylie Kaden

About the Author

Kylie Kaden knew writing was in her blood from a young age
when she snuck onto her brother’s Commodore 64 to invent
stories.
With a surfer-lawyer for a husband and three spirited sons, she

People can only be pushed so far...

stays sane by making things up for a living. Kylie can typically
be found venting the day’s thoughts on her laptop (sometimes in

When one of their husbands is attacked, and ambulance
sirens cut through the serenity of manicured gardens and
cobblestone streets, the small community is shocked at the
violence that’s played out in their midst. CCTV reveals no
outsiders visited the estate that night, confirming that the
assailant must have been one of their own.
As the web of neighbourly relationships unravels and the
secrets of Apple Tree Creek are exposed, one question will
be asked: which one of us is willing to kill?
Pub Date: May 2022
ISBN: 9780648677093
Category: Commercial Fiction
Format: Paperback C 234mm x 153mm
Extent: 368pp

the laundry so she can’t be found). She is also a columnist at My
Child Magazine, but is the first to admit that despite having an
honours degree in psychology, the wheels fall off at her place on
a daily basis.

‘A powerful, unflinching study of poverty, grief, mental
illness and family dysfunction, and the devastating
effects these can have on the teens who slip through
the cracks.’
Jaclyn Moriarty
‘A riveting domestic thriller with an explosive climax.’
Petronella McGovern

Rights Held: World
Rights Sold: Audio (Bolinda)
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Upcoming Crime Fiction

THE FALLBACK | D.L. Hicks
Deep down, there’s something we’d all kill for.
I know I would. I know I have. I know I will.
Recovering addict Eric Johnstone is turning his life around

About the Author

until one small moment sends him down a dark path. Just
months after he takes a job at the retirement village in Point
Imlay, the ebbing tide reveals Eric’s body, trussed to the
town’s oyster beds.

David Hicks is a police officer with the Victorian Police. In his
twenty-five years of service he has been on the frontline of

When Senior Detective John Darken’s business card is

everything from drug busts to serious collisions and all manner of

discovered in the dead man’s pocket, J.D. transfers to

violent crime, a job which he describes as giving him a front seat

Point Imlay to help with the investigation. But J.D.’s life is in

to crime and humanity in all its colour.

shambles: his job is precarious, his marriage is on the rocks,
and his past haunts him constantly.
Two men whose lives are entwined – but how does one end
up dead?
Together, J.D. and homicide detective Emma Capsteen –

Through his stories, David hopes to challenge readers to examine
the line between good and evil, and how circumstance can alter a
person’s life in the blink of an eye.
David lives in Geelong with his wife and two children.

another unwelcome new face in the sleepy seaside town
– work to unravel the final days of Eric’s life. But instead of
answers, all they uncover are more questions. Why does
a local bikie have free reign? What are the residents at
Seascape Gardens retirement village hiding? And, in a
Pub Date: June 2022

town whose beating heart is community, why isn’t anyone

ISBN: 9780648677048

prepared to tell the truth?

Category: Crime Fiction
Format: Paperback C 234mm x 153mm
Extent: 352pp
Rights Held: World

‘As one might expect from an author who is also a
copper,`The Fallback’ reeks of veracity in police procedure and criminal mentality. Its picture of small-town
coastal life is so real you can smell the salt and vinegar
on a local’s fish and chips, and there’s some lovely observations on what it is to be a geriatric in the twilight of life.
A
thoroughly enjoyable crime book on all fronts.’
Dave Warner, bestselling author of City of LIght
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Thriller
Middle Grade
Fiction

FRAMED
| John
M. Green
THE DEADLY
DAYLIGHT
| Ash
Harrier
The world’s most notorious art heist. Where did all the loot go?
Art conservator JJ Jego is housesitting an apartment for her museum
director boss in an exclusive part of Sydney’s Woolloomooloo. JJ’s
hobby is photography and when an incident involving the police

About the Author

unfolds on the pier she starts clicking away. Later she finds she has
captured something unusual in the window of an apartment. It looks
like a Vincent van Gogh – a print surely, but it’s not just any Van
Gogh: the original Six Sunflowers was destroyed in 1945. And
that’s not the only famous painting she glimpses. Other works are
from the notorious 1990 Isabella Gardner Stewart museum robbery.
But what are they doing in Sydney? JJ needs to find a way to get
inside that apartment to discover if the artworks are prints, fakes
or genuine. She reluctantly enlists the help of her estranged father,
an ex-detective, who she hasn’t spoken to for seven years. JJ can’t
forgive him for the way he treated her mother, but they do have one
thing in common: a love of art.
From the pubs of Belfast to the boardrooms of Monte Carlo, this
gripping art heist thriller exposes a shadowy underworld and JJ and
her father are drawn into a web of intrigue, deception and murder,
Pub Date: August 2022

as they cross paths with a global crime empire in a pursuit to solve

ISBN: 9780645350814

one of art history’s biggest mysteries.

Category: Thriller
Format: Paperback C 234mm x 153mm
Extent: tbc
Rights Held: World

John M. Green is the author of Double Deal, The Tao
Deception, The Trusted, Born to Run and Nowhere Man.
He left his day job as a banker two years before the global
financial crisis – enough of a lag so no one could accuse him
of starting the whole mess! He wrote his first novel about it.
His childhood years roaming the back alleys of Sydney’s
infamous Kings Cross set the stage for his later careers, in
law and finance. He became a partner in two major law
firms and then an executive director in a leading investment
bank.
Today, he straddles writing, business and philanthropy.
He’s a director of several organisations, listed and unlisted,
including cyber-security, financial services, engineering,
publishing and not-for-profits. He’s been a Council Member
of the National Library of Australia and a director of two
publishing houses. And, like one of his story characters, he’s
a magic aficionado.
He lives in Sydney with his wife, the sculptor Jenny Green.

Upcoming and Recent Adult Non-Fiction
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Upcoming Business

KILLER THINKING | Tim Duggan
Killer Thinking is the ultimate guide to creating, developing and
recognising incredible ideas that will revolutionise the way you
work, from the highly acclaimed author of Cult Status.

About the Author

What do the dating app Bumble and the men’s health fundraiser
Movember have in common? They’re both killer ideas that can
have a positive impact on many people, with near-infinite winners.
The type you hear about and think, ‘Damn, I wish I’d thought of
that!’
Our world is in dire need of killer ideas. The good news is that
creativity is at the heart of all good thinking, and it’s a skill anyone
can master. In this book, Tim Duggan, the co-founder of Junkee
Media, will show you how to identify and generate your own ideas
with big potential.

Tim Duggan is a new media entrepreneur who has co-founded
several digital media ventures, most notably Junkee Media –
Australia’s leading Millennials digital publisher.
In 2018, industry organisation Mumbrella named Junkee Media
Large Publishing Company of The Year. Junkee’s content agency,
Junkee Studio, helps leading global brands like Netflix, American
Express and Qantas tell and share their stories.
Tim began his career as a music journalist for Rolling Stone.
He sits on the boards of Hello Sunday Morning, a tech start-up

In this book you’ll discover:

working to change people’s relationship with alcohol, and the

- 8 steps to integrate killer thinking in your life and work

Griffin Theatre Company, Australia’s new writing theatre.

- Why boredom is the mother of creativity
- How to refine and bring great ideas to life

Tim lives with his partner, Ben, and dog

- The best filter to run your creativity through to ensure everyone

Winnie, in Sydney.

wins
Pub Date: May 2022

- 12 practical exercises you can apply to real-world problems

ISBN: 9780648987468

- Why killer execution is just as important as killer ideas

Category: Business
Format: Paperback C 234mm x 153mm
Extent: 276pp
Rights Held: World

And a whole lot more!
Want to be more creative and efficient in life and work? It’s all
about killer thinking.

‘We’re at a point in history
where we can create what we
want the future to look like.
This book is a road map to
that future.’
Naomi Simson, Shark Tank &
Founder of RedBalloon
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Upcoming Recent
Non-Fiction
Non-Fiction
- Popular
- Memoir
Culture

CAUGHT
Surf byINDay,
THEJam
ACTby| Night
Shane Jenek
| Ash
akaGrunwald
Courtney Act
Boy, girl, artist, advocate. Courtney is more than the sum of
her parts.
Meet Shane Jenek. Raised in the Brisbane suburbs by loving

About the Author

parents, Shane realises from a young age that he’s not like
all the other boys. At a performing arts agency he discovers
his passion for song, dance and performance, and makes a
promise to himself: to find a bigger stage.
Meet Courtney Act. Born in Sydney around the turn of the
millennium, Courtney makes her name in the gay bars of
Oxford Street and then on Australian Idol. Over ten years
later, she makes star turns on RuPaul’s Drag Race and
Celebrity Big Brother UK, bringing her unique take on drag
and gender to the world.
Behind this rise to national and global fame is a story of
searching for and finding oneself. Told with Courtney’s
trademark candour and wit, Caught in the Act is about
our journey towards understanding gender, sexuality and
identity. It’s an often hilarious and at times heartbreaking
Pub Date: November 2021

Format: Paperback C 234mm x 153mm
Extent: 350pp + 16 pp photo insert
Rights Held: World

provocateur. She has appeared on reality TV in Australia and
overseas, including her breakout in 2003 on the first season of
Australian Idol; making the Top 3 on RuPaul’s Drag Race Season
6; and taking the UK by storm on Celebrity Big Brother, which she
won. When Courtney isn’t busy being glamorous on TV and stage,
she’s a boy from Brisbane called Shane Jenek.
As a gender-fluid, queer person, Courtney uses her public profile
to educate audiences on issues such as gender identity, sexuality,
marriage equality, anti-racism and more. As a singer-songwriter
she has released a pop EP and entertained audiences in her
cabaret shows throughout the world. She currently splits her time
following Pride parades and chasing summer between London,
Los Angeles and Sydney.

memoir from a beloved drag and entertainment icon.

ISBN: 9780648795131
Category: Non-fiction - Memoir

Courtney Act is a drag artist, singer, advocate and cultural

Most of all, it’s a bloody good time.

‘He says… she says… there is a lot more to drag than just
a wig and a frock. This read is shockingly honest, raunchy, funny and moving, and a hugely surprising education for me. A must-read for anyone curious to know the
complexities of being Shane and Courtney!’ –
Dannii Minogue

Rights Sold: Audio (Bolinda)
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Recent Non-Fiction - Memoir

CAUGHT IN THE ACT | Shane Jenek aka Courtney Act
‘We already suspected it, but this fearless, candid and
open-hearted memoir proves that behind Courtney Act’s
make-up is an emotionally intelligent and fiercely astute
human being. We’re frankly lucky to be on the planet at
the same time as them.’
Benjamin Law
‘‘Caught in the Act is an incredibly insightful memoir of
the life of one of my dearest friends. As close as we are,
it actually gave me a deeper understanding of my little
“Pussyface”. Personally, my favourite parts were on pages
7, 32, 204, 236, 244–249, 255, 257, 277, 278, 284,
293, 323 and 324. The pages where I’m mentioned.’
Bianca Del Rio
‘In a world where there are now more drag queens than
pubs, it’s hard to stand out. You need to be pretty, witty
and unstoppable. Courtney is all three and more. I love
this book.’
Boy George
‘Funny, smart, kind and entirely addictive, this is a
glorious insight into an exceptional life. A road map for
anyone who feels different and wants to let that side of
themself shine.’
Matt Lucas
‘A coming-of-age story like no other. It is an honour to
dive into the world of a young queer kid from the Australian suburbs and learn how they became an icon of
entertainment and social politics.’
The Veronicas
‘Courtney is a true star. I’m so thrilled with this book and
its beautiful, powerful storytelling.’
Carlotta

‘Who wouldn’t love a frolic through life with Australia’s
favourite girl next door? This book is whip-smart and deliciously funny, but above all else made me proud to know
there are voice’s like Courtney’s in the world. Bow down to
our queen, Australia.’
Joel Creasey
‘It’s like witnessing the metamorphosis of one of the
world’s most beautiful drag queens. With vulnerability
and honesty, Shane delves deep into the many light-bulb
moments of self-discovery, sexual exploration and gender
identity. It’s the ultimate LGBTQIA+ handbook and guide
for us all to live an open-hearted life.’
Narelda Jacobs
‘Glorious, heartfelt, passionate and inspirational - a glamorous frock-filled adventure that explores the full fluidity of
Shane’s boundless bravery, love and humanity.’
Osher Günsberg
‘From winning Tiny Tot pageants to winning our hearts as
an inspirational icon, Shane has one hell of a story to tell.
Chock-full of hilarity, honesty and wisdom, this is a classic
tale of a search for identity – with masking tape, Spice
Girls and RuPaul.’
Amanda Keller
‘Shane and Courtney have conspired to deliver the
anatomy of a truly great memoir. It’s as camp as lashes
and has balls of steel. It’s sharp tongued and eye-poppingly candid. Its head flows with beautiful ideas and its
heart pounds with a fearless love. Ms Jenek presents an
outrageously clear-eyed narrative on the highly nuanced
universe of gender fluidity. This is essential reading for
us curious but confused boomers!’
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Upcoming Children’s and YA Fiction titles
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Upcoming Non-Fiction - Popular Culture

Surf by Day, Jam
by Night
| Ash
Grunwald
SUPER
DUPER
Dan
Marshall
If you could choose any superpower,
what would it be?

Dan is a designer, illustrator and writer who runs a design
agency, Studio Marshall.
For over 20 years he has worked with a diverse group of clients,

How would you change the world if you
could stop time?

including the Sydney Opera House, The Australian Museum, One
Laptop Per Child, The Hunger Project, Facebook and Coca Cola.
Dan’s first book, Mind Blown, was born from his deep curiosity

What if you could shoot glitter from

about the incredibly strange place that is our universe and his

your fingers?

passion for communicating information visually.

Would you rather have the power to

He has also published the children’s titles No Way! and Look

cough up candy or to grow vegetables

Book.

to feed the world?
The sky’s the limit with imagination –
what will you do with yours?

Publication: April 2022
ISBN: 9780648987451
Page Size: 200mm x 200mm

Join super-duper superhero Cooper as
she travels the world and meets heroes

Extent: 68 pages Full Colour
Rights: World

just like you and me!
Age 4+

From the same author:
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Upcoming Non-Fiction - Popular Culture

Surf by Day, Jam
by Night
| Ash
Grunwald
SUPER
DUPER
Dan
Marshall
Glitter is a fun power to choose,
but Luke shoots lightning
from his shoes!

Hope wants people to have somewhere to live.

Her home-building power allows her to give.

Finn grows food that’s pretty sweet,
now all the world has enough to eat.
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Middle Grade Fiction

THE DEADLY DAYLIGHT | Ash Harrier
AN ALICE ENGLAND MYSTERY
Twelve-year-old Alice England is curious, truthful and smart,

About the Author

but when you work in your father’s funeral home and you
get messages from the dead, it can be difficult to make
friends.
When she comes across the peculiar case of George
Devenish, who was allergic to sunlight, Alice is convinced
there’s more to his death than meets the eye.
With the help of George’s niece, ‘Violet the Vampire’, who
shares her uncle’s allergy, and a boy named Cal, who has
secrets of his own, Alice begins to investigate. Who were
the teenagers under the dock when George died? How is
the sinister Doctor Grampian involved? And what about
George’s wife, Helen, whose baking is delicious but possibly
poisonous?
It seems the truth of George’s death may never see the light
of day – unless Alice and her companions can put the clues
together and solve a mystery much bigger than anybody
Pub Date: August 2022
ISBN: 9780648987673
Category: MIddle Grade Fiction
Format: Paperback B 198mm x 128mm
Extent: 288pp
Rights Held: World

expected.

Ash Harrier lives in Perth, Western Australia. She is an
Ambassador for the Books in Homes Australia charity,
which helps children in disadvantaged circumstances build
their home libraries. Ash has a great fondness for puzzles,
scientific facts, birds and the smell of dried tea. Some of her
favourite pastimes are reading, daydreaming and spending
time in the garden with her small flock of hens.

Middle Grade Fiction

THE REINDEER AND THE SUBMARINE
Beverley McWilliams

“Surprising, beautiful, unique...”

‘Sometimes things have to change even though we might

AUTHOR NAME

reindeer
and the
submarine

the

INSPIRED BY TRUE EVENTS

not want them to.’
An orphaned reindeer with no antlers, Pollyanna is raised
by Igor, a Sami herder, and is more at home in the company of people than other reindeer. When she discovers Igor
is leaving for war, Pollyanna decides to follow, but en route,
she is captured and gifted to the crew of a British submarine, the HMS Trident.
Life on board Trident brings more than a few surprises, and
Pollyanna – with her love of food – gets into all sorts of
trouble. While she misses her Arctic home, her courage and
cheekiness help comfort her companions in the dark days of
the war.
But what will happen to Pollyanna when the submarine
reaches its destination?

BEVERLEY MCWILLIAMS
Pub Date: November 2022
ISBN: 9780648987697
Category: MIddle Grade Fiction
Format: Paperback B 198mm x 128mm
Extent: 208pp
Rights Held: World

About the Author

A timeless story of adventure, hope, bravery and facing
change, told through the eyes of Pollyanna, the real-life
reindeer who proves that heroes come in all shapes and
sizes.

Beverley McWilliams loves sharing history with young
children. In August 2019, she published her debut picture
book Born to Fly, which tells the story of South Australian
aviator Captain Harry Butler and received a notable
commendation from the CBCA.
Beverley’s writing has also been published online and in
magazines, and she is a regular contributor to The School
Magazine, Australia’s longest-running literary publication
for children.
Beverley is the event coordinator for the Society Children’s
Book Writers and Illustrators (SCBWI SA) and a member
of the Australian Society Authors. She lives by the beach in
beautiful South Australia with her family and menagerie of
pets who provide endless inspiration.

Middle Grade Fiction

THE REINDEER AND THE SUBMARINE
Beverley McWilliams
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YAFiction
Fiction
Upcoming YA

The Animal
WHENAllies
ONLYSeries|Ondine
ONE | Meg Gatland-Veness
Sherman
M EG G AT L A N D-V E N E S S

When
only
one
How do you help
someone who doesn’t
want to be helped?

‘There’s someone in the school. Someone who’s not supposed

From the bestselling author of I Had Such Friends comes a

to be there. This person is walking towards the classroom.

novel that’s gritty, full of heart and shines a light on kids who

They’re holding something in their hands. Something

are doing it tough in a rural Australian town.

terrifying.’
Sam lives with his mum, dad and four brothers in a small
farming town. At his school, there are three main factions:
the rich kids, the mid-grounders and the farm kids who live
on the outskirts. Sam is a comfortable mid-grounder and life
is pretty good. He works as a lifeguard at the local surf club,
is saving to buy his first car, he’s training with his friends for
the Ironman challenge, and on Sunday afternoons he and his

About the Author

family take care packages to their less fortunate neighbours.
Then, five years since they last spoke, Emily Burrow climbs
back into Sam’s life and everything changes.
Emily’s life is very different to Sam’s – her absent father has
returned and her mum struggles with her mental health. Sam
does his best to be there for Emily when he wasn’t for so
long, but there seems to be no right way to help her.

Pub Date: June 2022
ISBN: 9780648987666
Category: YA Fiction
Format: Paperback B+ 210mm x 135mm
Extent: 288pp
Rights Held: World

When Rei starts at school, Sam is smitten. Rei’s parents are
social workers, she’s from the rich side of town, and her
life seems a thousand miles away from how the kids on the
outskirts live. In a world that’s ill-equipped to support kids
struggling with unseen burdens, is there a way to help Emily
before the worst happens?

Meg Gatland-Veness is a high school drama teacher. She
attended the University of Newcastle where she studied a
Bachelor of Arts and a Bachelor of Secondary Teaching.
Meg has been writing stories for as long as she can remember
and reading them even longer. Equal to her love of words
is her passion for championing local youths and fostering
important conversation about issues facing young Australians.
Meg was born in a tiny country town called Milton and now
lives on the Central Coast of New South Wales. When she’s not
writing novels, she channels her creativity into choreographing
and directing musicals, writing poetry, singing and dancing.
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Recent Children’s Non-Fiction Titles
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NO WAY!
Get ready to go on a wonderful journey of discovery that will
make you say No Way! Learn all about space, humans, earth,
science, animals and maths, with the help your trusty robot
sidekick.
Did you know…
Uranus is leaking gas into space?
The average yawn goes for six seconds?
The fact that there are over three trillion trees on earth?

Dan Marshall

Dan is a designer, illustrator and writer who runs a design
agency, Studio Marshall. For over 20 years he has worked with a
diverse group of clients including the Sydney Opera House, The
Australian Museum, One Laptop Per Child, The Hunger Project,
Facebook and Coca Cola.
Dan’s books stem from his passion for graphic design,
communicating information visually and his deep curiosity and
include Mind Blown as well as the picture books Super Duper
and Look Book.

Bicycles ride themselves?!
This beautifully designed children’s book is filled to the brim
with facts, games and questions that will teach you all the
wildest and weirdest things about the world around you!

Publication: September 2021
ISBN: 9780648677024
Page Size: 247 x 184mm
Extent: 64pp
Rights Held: World
Rights Sold: German (Loewe); Chinese
Simplified (Posts & Telecom)

From the same author:

A beautifully designed children’s book full of facts, games and questions to spark
imagination in kids aged 8 -12.
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NO WAY!

Dan Marshall

HUMANS

The
germs
in your
gut...
EARTH

SPACE

ANIMALS

84

10

160

SCIENCE

HUMANS

95%

The percentage of your
microbiome that lives in your gut,
which goes from your mouth all
the way down to your bottom.

Curly wurly
Curled up inside us, our intestines
have a surface area of around
32 square metres. That is the
same size as a small city
studio apartment.

Mice and men
Scientists first discovered, and
continue to investigate, the
connection between your gut
microbiome and your
brains with studies
mainly in mice.

Brain box
As well as
providing a home
to all those
amazing microbes
your gut acts like
a second brain
for you and can
actually think for
itself thanks to
the 100 million
neurons inside it.
It immediately
digests food
without your
brain telling it
too. None of your
other organs,
not even your
super powerful
heart can do
this. Amazing!
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0.2KG

The total weight of all the
microbes in your guts.

Even when you are by yourself you are never really
alone. It may sound quite freaky but inside and
out, your body is home to trillions of bacteria,
viruses, fungi, and other tiny organisms called
microbes. There are so many of these that incredibly
they outnumber your own human cells!
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These microscopic creatures play a huge role in your
wellbeing, helping your immune system, providing
nutrients for your cells and preventing invasion
by other harmful bacteria and viruses. They’re
amazing! Almost all of these tiny creatures call your
gut their home and it is from here that they are
communicating directly with your brain. We still
do not know yet exactly what they’re saying but
whatever it is it’s directly influencing your brain and
affecting your mental health and behaviour. No way!

10
trillion

...ARE
TALKING
TO YOUR
BRAIN

The number of microbes
living inside your guts.
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ANIMALS

CICADAS
USE
A prime number is a whole number
greater than one that can’t be
made by multiplying other whole
numbers. For example five is a
prime number. As are two, seven,
11, 13, 53 and 71. This mathematical
quality may not sound particularly
unique but prime numbers are
pretty special. Especially to cicadas!

KOALA

SLOTH

BROWN BAT

Each day these measured
marsupials manage to get
their heads down for between

Every day these tardy tree
dwellers have way more
than forty winks and can sleep for

These mouse-eared microbats spend
almost the whole day hanging upside
down asleep. Sometimes up to

20 AND
22 hOURS

20 hOURS

SOME ANIMALS
SPEND MOST OF
THEIR LIVES ASLEEP
196

Going
underground

GIANT
ARMADILLO

19.9 hOURS

These heavily armoured
animals manage to rest their
weary heads each day for

We humans tend to sleep for
around eight hours every day
which works out at as a third of
our lives asleep across our whole
lifetime. This may sound like
quite a lot, but it’s nothing when

compared to some animals
who spend most of their lives
unconscious! Sometimes
up to a quite frankly mind
blowing 22 hours a day! We’re
looking at you here koalas.

If you’ve ever lain in bed during a
midsummer’s night, unable to sleep
thanks to the cacophonous din of
cicadas, then you’re probably not
a fan of these diminutive flying
insects. Their life cycle is a strange
one as they spend most of their
days underground and when they
do finally emerge, there’s no time
for pleasantries as they quickly
find a mate, reproduce and die.

18.1 hOURS

197

NUMBERS
PRIME
Syncing up

7,13,17

Taking
advantage

The prime numbers used by periodic cicadas

Could that be a coincidence?
For a long time, we thought so.
But now it seems that these
insect mathematicians have
been using prime numbers
to their advantage. And all
this without a calculator!

Prime time
Annual cicadas make this
appearance every year, but periodic
cicadas stay underground for much
longer, appearing at intervals of
seven, 13 or even 17 years. All are
prime numbers! Certainly, the
length of the period cicada’s
underground existence is
curious. But why would
each of these intervals be a prime
number, meaning they’re only
divisible by themselves and by one?

Another benefit
of the strategically
irregular gaps is
that they prevent
predators syncing
up with the
reproductive cycle
of the cicadas.
A predator with
a three-year life
cycle would only
meet up with the
17-year periodic
cicadas once every
51 years (three
multiplied by 17).

Food fight
For instance, cicadas with a 13-year life cycle and
ones with a 17-year life cycle will hardly ever meet.
When both species of cicada do come out together
– once every 221 years (13 multiplied by 17) – the
numbers will be massive. So it’s handy that it’s rare
for them to have to compete for the same food.
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Spot how many times K.L.A.U.S (Knowledge
Learning And Understanding System) appears
throughout the book!
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Recent Kids Non-Fiction

YOU CAN LIVE ON THE BRIGHT SIDE| Lucy Bell
The Kids’ Guide to Optimism

Do you ever get that feeling when you wake up in the
morning, look out the window to see the sun is shining, and

About the Author

you just know that today is going to be a good day? This
is called optimism, or positivity, and it’s such a nice feeling
to have. It’s also something that you can learn, practice and
improve, so you can feel that way more often!
This action packed book is designed to teach you some easy
activities and strategies to make you feel lighter, optimistic
about the future, and more confident, empowering and
inspiring you to live a happy and healthy life.

You Can Live on the Bright Side contains tips, tricks and tools
to help you find the things that make you excited to leap out
of bed each morning, ready to do more of what you love
and find even more things that make you uniquely you!

This book features kids from Australia and around the world
who are kicking some amazing goals, as well as tips from
Pub Date: November 2021

organisations focused on improving wellbeing.

ISBN: 9780648677031
Category: Kids Non-Fiction (8 - 12 years)
Format: 247mm x 184mm Fully illustrated
Extent: 224pp
Rights Held: World
Rights Sold: World English Language (Andrews McMeel)

Lucy Bell is a book editor and music teacher on a journey to live a
more ethical, sustainable and mindful life.
After getting her Bachelor of Arts degree at the University of Sydney
with majors in English and Ancient History, Lucy studied a Master
of Publishing. Now she works for a social-purpose publishing
house making big differences and helping fund not-for-profits and
charities to close the literacy gap.
Lucy grew up on the NSW Central Coast surrounded by four
siblings, a cat, two dogs, two sheep, a lizard, lots of guinea pigs
and thirteen chickens. She now lives in Sydney and while watering
her balcony garden, dreams of one day owning her own country
farmhouse.

• Cook delicious food to power your brain
• Decorate your room and create nice living spaces
• Get outdoors and have fun
• Channel your favourite animals through yoga

It’s time to look on the bright side of life, so you can start
living on the bright side!

• Start meditating
• Find out what your interests are
• Speak positively about yourself and others
• Start growing plants, reading, writing and drawing
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Recent Kids Non-Fiction

YOU CAN CHANGE THE WORLD | Lucy Bell
The Kids’ Guide to a Better Planet
Every day, we see a problem we would like to fix. A piece of
rubbish in a green, grassy park. Plastic water bottles buried

About the Author

in the sand at the beach. A garbage bin overflowing onto
the street. A skinny, stray dog. A homeless person on a cold
day.
These problems seem impossible for one person to change.
But we can fix them, if we each do our part – one step at
a time.

Lucy Bell is a book editor and music teacher on a journey to live a
more ethical, sustainable and mindful life.
After getting her Bachelor of Arts degree at the University of Sydney

This practical guide is designed to empower kids to make
changes in their lives to help make a difference in the world.

with majors in English and Ancient History, Lucy studied a Master
of Publishing. Now she works for a social-purpose publishing
house making big differences and helping fund not-for-profits and
charities to close the literacy gap.

Filled with information, ideas and activities, and interspersed
with features on amazing children around the world, this
book shows kids how to:
• Avoid single-use plastics
• Throw a plastic-free party
Pub Date: September 2019
ISBN: 9781925700527
Category: Kids Non-Fiction (8 - 12 years)

Lucy grew up on the NSW Central Coast surrounded by four
siblings, a cat, two dogs, two sheep, a lizard, lots of guinea pigs
and thirteen chickens. She now lives in Sydney and while watering
her balcony garden, dreams of one day owning her own country
farmhouse.

• Make a compost bin and reduce waste
• Start a herb garden

Format: 247mm x 184mm (hardcover)

• Grow bee-friendly flowers

Extent: 224pp

• Learn about where their food comes from

Rights Held: World

• Be kinder to others, share and donate

Rights Sold: German (Loewe); World English Language (ex
ANZ) (HarperCollins UK) ; North America non exclusive
(Andrews McMeel); Spanish (Anaya); Afrikaans (NB Utigewers);

Kids are on a mission to make our earth a better, safer,

Turkish (Erdem).

happier place. And anyone can join in.

Gold Award Winner, Nautilus Book Awards 2021
Winner, Midwest Book Awards 2021
Award Shortlists 2020:
ABIA Small Publishers’ Children’s Book of the Year
Environment Award for Children’s Literature
Australian Book Designers Association Best Designed
Children’s Non-Fiction Illustrated Book
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